DEC. 7]                        ST AMBROSE, B. C.                           r537

The funeral of Satyrus was performed with great solemnity, at which
St Ambrose made an oration, which is extant, from which these particulars
are taken.1 The seventh day after, they returned to the grave to repeat
the solemn obsequies, as was usual; and St Ambrose made there another
discourse, in which he expatiated on the happiness of death and the belief
of the resurrection; on which account it is often called, A Discourse on
the Resurrection. The church commemorates St Satyrus on the 17th of
September.

In 381 St Ambrose held a council at Milan, against the heresy of
Apollinaris; and assisted at another at Aquileia, in which he procured the
deposition of two Arian bishops named Palladius and Secundianus. In a
journey which he made to Sirmich, he compassed the election of a Catholic
bishop to occupy that see, notwithstanding the intrigues of the Empress
Justina in favour of an Arian candidate. In 382 our saint assisted at a
council which Pope Damasus held at Rome in order to apply a remedy to
the divisions which reigned in the oriental church about the see of Antioch.
Paulinus relates, that whilst he continued there, a certain woman that kept
a public bath and lay bedrid of a palsy, caused herself to be conveyed in
a chair to the place where the holy bishop said mass, and importuned him
to intercede with heaven for her; and while he was praying and laying his
hands upon her, she caught hold of his garments and, kissing them, found
her strength return and rose up and walked.

The Emperor Gratian was chaste, temperate, mild, beneficent, and a
zealous Catholic; and St Ambrose obtained of him, among other whole-
some laws, one by which, to prevent surprises in condemning accused
persons, it was enacted that no one should be executed sooner than thirty
days after sentence. He prevailed with the same prince to remove the
altar of victory out of the senate-house, which Julian the Apostate had
restored. Yet this emperor gave too much of his time to hunting, shooting
of beasts in a park, casting the javelin, and other such corporal exercises,
making an employment of a recreation, in which idleness his governors
and ministers entertained him, that they might remain masters of affairs*
Hence he did not sufficiently attend to business and look into the conduct
of his officers; and Macedonius, prefect of the prsetorium, was a man
openly addicted to bribery. Complaints which were raised, alienated the
affections of many; and Maximus, an accomplished general who com-
manded the troops in Britain (where Theodosius had formerly been his
colleague, who was then become Emperor of the East), assumed the purple
and passed with his army into Gaul. Gratian left Triers upon his approach
and near Lyons a battle was fought, which continued five days, till Gratian,
perceiving part of his army deserting him, fled with three hundred horse,
Andragathius, general of Maximus's horse, contrived the following
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